
New America School-Las Cruces 

Governing Council 

Thursday, October 21, 2021 

5:00 PM 

207 S. Main 

Las Cruces. NM 

 

Board Members Present: Susie Kimble (President), Fernando Macias (Vice-President), Martha Valdez 

(Secretary/Treasurer), Jennifer Garcia Kozlowski 

Regrets: Oscar Juarez 

Staff Present: Margarita Porter, Craig Cook, Ashley Wolfel, Jack Fitzpatrick, Christina Montoya 

Special Guest: Kelly Callahan, Susan Fox 

 

Minutes of the GC 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:03 pm by Susie Kimble 

2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

3. The mission statement was read by Susie Kimble. 

4. Students of the Month were recognized both online or in-person. 

Quinten Baney   

Giovanni Carpio   

Adolfo Casas-Sanchez  

Natalie Gomez 

Joeanna Morones 

Daisy Munoz  

Juan Silva  

Alexia Valverde   

Francisco Villasenor 

5. The agenda was changed by moving number 4 to 1st on the agenda and moving 7 to second on the 

agenda.  Moved by Fernando Macias and seconded by Jennifer Garcia Kozlowski that the agenda 

accepted with the modifications Votes: Unanimous.  

6. The MOU with the PEC regarding framework was present by Susan Fox.  The MOU would 

acknowledge Covid, and the extraordinary hardships due to the pandemic.  The MOU has an 

explanation respect to the academic performance.  Moved by Fernando Macias and seconded by 

Jennifer Garcia Kozlowski that the MOU be entered with the PEC as presented. Votes: Unanimous. 

7. Lottery Process as presented by Susan Fox. Ms. Fox presented the changed in the existing policy to 

include dates and process.   Moved by Fernando Macias and seconded by Jennifer Garcia Kozlowski 

that the lottery policy be accepted as presented. Votes: Unanimous.  

8. Moved by Fernando Macias and seconded Martha Valdez by that the minutes of September 16, 2021 

be approved. Votes: Unanimous. 

9. Ashley presented the budget reports covering the school until 09/30/21 and BARs #0004-I, 0005-

IB,0006-T,0007-T,0008-T and 0009-IB to the finance committee. The finance committee had already 

reviewed the reports prior to the general board meeting to identify any irregularities.  Moved by 

Fernando Macias and seconded Martha Valdez by that the financial reports and BARs be accepted as 

presented. Votes: Unanimous. 

10. The ARP (ESSER III) Application was presented.  The monies are proposed to be used for an 

additional Special Education teacher, summer programs, instructional materials and a social worker.  

Moved by Fernando Macias and seconded Martha Valdez by that the ARP (ESSERIII) application be 

accepted as presented. Votes: Unanimous. 

11. Discussion was held regarding the lobbyists contract.  Moved by Fernando Macias and seconded 

Martha Valdez by that the lobbyist contract be accepted as presented. Votes: Unanimous. 

12. Board Training: Kelly Callahan.  



13. Renewal update: The application was submitted along with all of the appendices.  The CSD requested 

additional documentation such as the 153 signatures, handbooks, staff rosters.Our site visit is on 

October 28 and 29. The CSD Director would like to meet with the board on Oct. 29 at 9am.  December 

8, 9, 10 will most likely be the renewal hearing- in-person or virtual? Still undecided. The agenda for 

the visit has been tentatively set and shared.  

14. Superintendent report: 

 186 students were reported for 40th day. 

 Near Peer Grant for $14,000 was submitted.  This would give 8 of our students jobs as tutors with an 

elementary school.  The job would be on Fridays and be supervised by Ms. Medina 

 Capital Outlay: The PO was approved for 85 of our computers.    

 PSAT for our sophomores was the 13th.  WorkKeys for our seniors started on the 12th.  This is our 

mission goal.  

 NAS-LC has requested to continue receiving PD for Culturally and Linguistically Responsive 

Curriculum by the PED.  

 Fun Friday:  Fridays are designed for once a month to support in socio emotional learning along with 

social skills.   

 Student Council will begin again.  

 Ms. Guerrero is one of 3 finalists for NM Teacher of the Year. I participated in the interview on 

Wednesday, the 13th.  If selected, she will compete for national teacher of the year. 

 We applied for additional air quality funds, $2,800 

 We received about $82000 in eRate money.  

 Ms. Aubrey Takacs is our new NB assistant. 

 

 

 

Signed___________________________________ 

Martha Valdez, Secretary 


